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Reminder: In your paper, your outline should be on page 2 (after the title page).

Example Format for Review of Literature


This section is the “Introduction” portion of your paper, though it is not labeled as such (i.e., there is no need for a heading that says “Introduction”). In the introduction section, you should justify the selection of your topic in the study of communication by telling your reader why it is important. (Why does your topic matter?) In your literature review paper, your introduction should be about a paragraph or two. 


You also need to explicitly describe your research problem very early on in the paper. This can occur in the first paragraph (after you introduce the topic and why it is important) or it can follow in the next paragraph. Either way, state the problem (which can be phrased as a question) and provide any necessary context to understand it. Please underline your one-sentence (or single question) problem statement. At the end of this paragraph, be sure to preview the remaining points of your paper. A preview allows your reader to quickly understand how your paper is organized and serves as a mental “roadmap” of sorts. Here is an example preview, based on the headings and subheadings I am including in this sample document: In this paper, I review literature related to social support in the context of chronic illness. I begin by describing ways that past research has defined social support. Next, I explicate findings from previous literature on social support and chronic illness, including positive health outcomes, negative health outcomes, and possible reasons for these varying results. The paper ends with a discussion of future research priorities and a conclusion. 
Review of Literature

This is the main portion of your paper; it can range from 4.5-7.5 pages in length. Summarize research literature for your topic, conveying how the six or more studies you include relate to (and differ from) one another. To do so, you need to break your topic into clear subtopics. Make sure that your review of literature is not merely a description of studies that are listed separately one after another. Instead, each paragraph (or, in some cases, a group of related paragraphs) should represent a subtopic and include studies within that subtopic. You might include, for instance, subtopics about (a) theories used to examine your concept, (b) ways past research has defined your concept, (c) methodologies used to study this concept, and (d) major findings (likely grouped into several distinct paragraphs based on similarities). You are welcome (and encouraged) to use subheadings, as demonstrated below, to add to the organization of your paper. The subheadings (e.g., “Ways of Defining Social Support”) are topics within my major heading “Review of Literature.”

Ways of Defining Social Support


This is an example of including subheadings. These may be added to any section if you would like to further subdivide your paper. For instance, in conducting a search of sources about social support within couples in which one person is chronically ill, I might develop the following subtopics to structure the body of my literature review: (a) ways of defining social support, (b) positive health outcomes linked to social support in the illness context, (c) negative health outcomes linked to social support in the illness context, and (d) possible reasons for these varying outcomes (e.g., illness type, support type). Each of these subtopics would be one or several paragraphs and include citations from relevant studies. (These are just examples; there are many different subcategories that could work well.)

There are a number of methods that can be used to take notes as you read your articles and group similar topics together. Many of you probably used the “note card method” in elementary, middle, or high school (in which you write each of your notes, along with a citation, on a separate note card and later group similar note cards together). The idea behind this method is a good one, though you may wish to carry it out in a different way (for example, by first constructing your notes in one document and then cutting them up – either literally or electronically via cut and paste – to group similar ideas together).
Positive Health Outcomes of Social Support

As previously stated, this is an example of including subheadings. Your subheadings (if any) would obviously be different than this.

Negative Health Outcomes of Social Support

As previously stated, this is an example of including subheadings. Your subheadings (if any) would obviously be different than this.
Possible Reasons for Varying Health Outcomes of Social Support
As previously stated, this is an example of including subheadings. Your subheadings (if any) would obviously be different than this.
Future Research Priorities

In 1-3 paragraphs, assess relevant material that remains unknown about the topic (demonstrating a gap in knowledge that invites the new research suggested by the problem statement/question). Indicate what research should be completed; identify the specific reasons new research is invited. You may have already referred to weaknesses or gaps when reviewing the literature; in that case, this is your chance to summarize and elaborate on those deficiencies and suggest areas for future research to address them.
Conclusion
In a paragraph, recap your paper. You may also include final thoughts on your topic. (Do not introduce new material here though.)
Note: The following items should follow your last page of text (in order). 
1. Reference page (labeled “References”) in APA format. 
2. A copy of the first page (not just the abstract) of each journal article you cite. 
3. Your original problem statement paper (if applicable—this was optional) with my written feedback.
Please staple or clip everything together (or put materials in a folder) and write your name on the back of the very last page.
To receive a grade, your paper must be submitted in BOTH of the following ways by the start of class on 4/18.
1. via Titanium using the Turn It In system. There will be a link on Titanium that says, “Individual Paper—Submit Here.” All you need to upload using this link is a Word document containing your 6-9 pages of text plus reference page. Feel free to include additional items (outline, etc.) but they are not necessary. Turn It In is an automatic plagiarism checker that compares each paper against other sources for matches. Plagiarism results in a failing grade in the course. Please let me know if you need any assistance submitting your paper electronically (you can see the student manual for this software at http://fdc.fullerton.edu/technology/turnitin.com/Moodle_Native_Integration_Student_Manual.pdf). The content of the 6-9 pages you submit in this step should be identical to what is turned in for step 2 (though step 2 will include additional documents, such as the first page of each article you cite).
2. via hard-copy. This must be turned in at the start of class on 4/18.
Checklist of items/requirements (see assignment description for more details):
Your grade (200 points possible) will be based on the quality and content of your paper and the extent to which all requirements are met. Failing to comply with any of the instructions in the assignment description (e.g., not turning in all required items by the due date) will result in a point deduction. Please don’t cause yourself to lose easy points! I have included the following checklist of criteria (some of which overlap) in an effort to help you maximize your points. (
____Submitted on time by the start of class on 4/18 via hard-copy and electronically on 
        Titanium (see page 5)

____Typed, double-spaced with 12-point Times New Roman font and one-inch margins

____Includes running head (50 characters or less)

____Includes title page in APA format (except NO name on the front)

____Has name handwritten on the back of the very last page (of the entire document)
____Includes outline as page 2 

____Includes introduction that compellingly justifies the importance of your topic

____Includes statement of problem with any necessary context (definitions, etc.)—should be part 

        of your introduction or come right after. Problem can be explained in a paragraph, but         

        should also be explicitly summed up in one succinct, underlined sentence (or question).

____Includes explicit preview of main points (see example on page 2 of this document)

____Includes APA headings for all main sections (as demonstrated in this example document)

____Includes subheadings (as demonstrated in this example document) to organize sections—  

        optional but recommended
____Effective topic sentences used throughout

____Appropriate transitions used throughout

____Review of literature section broken into clear subtopics (even if subheadings are not  

        used)

____Review of literature not merely a description of studies that are strung together in separate 

         paragraphs

____Future research priorities clearly addressed

____Includes conclusion paragraph recapping paper 

____At least six journal articles cited

____Includes frequent in-text citations (paraphrase frequently; use direct quotes sparingly)

____Includes reference page in correct APA format (must match up with in-text citations)

____Includes a copy of the first page (not just the abstract) of each journal article you cite (after 

        reference page, in alphabetical order of first author’s last name)  
____Includes a copy of your original problem statement paper (if applicable—this was optional) 
        with my written feedback (turn this in even if you changed your topic since)

____Paper is well-written and free from grammatical errors

____Paper is well-organized

____Paper takes a formal, academic tone throughout (no personal stories, etc.)

____APA format used correctly throughout (see the Purdue OWL guide:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/)

____Paper is 6-9 pages of text (plus title page, outline, references, etc.), with each section the  

        appropriate length

____All items are stapled or clipped together in some fashion (or put in a folder)
